COBLC NEWS from the DIRECTOR – April and May 2011
Students/Personnel:
· Enrollment is still climbing for the fall.  Please tell your friends, neighbors, and anyone wanting the excellent COBLC experience that there is space available in our classes.  The openings are 3’s (a.m. and pm), 4’s (p.m.) and kindergarten (2 openings).
· Just a reminder that the brown registration packets for the fall are due by June 1st.   Only new students and those registered for kindergarten are required to have all new medical information.  Thank you for assisting us in our preparation for the state inspection process.

· Karen, our dear Karen, Assistant Director Extraordinaire, has been an integral part of COBLC for more than 9  years.  Both of her children attended preschool and kindergarten here.  Karen has been my right arm for the last four years, a one in a million asset of innovative bubbly talent.  Their entire family is moving to South Carolina and we are already missing them soooooo much. (See Ode at end of this publication.) 
Church Connection/Communication:
· Chapel stories will include Jesus Walks on Water (Matthew 14:22-31), The Triumphal Entry (Mark 11:1-10, Luke 19:28-38), The Empty Tomb and Jesus Lives (Matthew 28, Mark 16, Luke 24 and John 20). 
· All are welcome to come to Wednesday Chapel.  To plan for the greatest success during this time of learning, we ask that siblings remain with their families in the pews.
Facility:
· A fender-bender occurred in the parking lot on Monday.  Thankfully no one was hurt but there was significant damage to one of the vehicles.  Parking in designated areas only is not optional – it is imperative.  While in the parking lot, please do not talk on the phone while driving, do not park along grassy areas or sidewalks, and hold children’s hands at all times.  Illegal parking should be reported to the office immediately so that we may take appropriate steps to ensure the safest possible passage for all families.  Thank you for your diligence in complying with the rules.
Family Activities Committee:
· This year's Trike Rally will be on May 5th and May 6th.  This is a school-wide event held on the upper parking lot during your child’s recess time; children may bring a three-wheeled vehicle (not bikes – with or without training wheels) or use the school's trikes.  If you bring a trike, please label it with child’s name and leave it on the upper lot before bringing your child to school.  Children are encouraged, but not required, to bring helmets.  Events will include a safety course, bubbles, a "car wash," and an obstacle course!  Please sign up to help.  We need you.  Siblings are welcome.
· The fifth annual COBLC End of Year Picnic will be held Sunday, May 15 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. at the Pinecliff Park.  This is our 50th Year!!!  Trish Flora and Karen have been working to make it pop from beginning to end.  Among the planned good times are a moon bounce, glitter tattoos, a D.J., ice cream truck, 50th year cakes, games, prizes and more.  Bring a covered dish to share, blankets, and chairs.  COBLC will provide fried chicken, desserts and drinks.  We will party on – rain or shine – and hope that everyone can come fellowship with this wonderful group of families.
· The Square One Art yielded a profit of $1077.  Thank you Christine Murphy and our families!!!
Program:

· The Lady Bugs are BACK!  To celebrate the month of April, lady bugs will again be visiting our hallways.  For this service project we are encouraging families to bring in quarters.  Each quarter will earn a spot for their lady bug.  The children will be estimating the number of spots they think will be on their class’s lady bug by April 29th at 1:00 p.m. The child with the closest guess will be awarded ownership of their class lady bug to be brought home.  All money will be donated to the Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund. 
· Something new has been added to Lunch Bunch.  In addition to the exciting table conversations, new games, stories and outdoor activities, from now to the end of the year, after your child has participated in L.B. four times, they will make a selection from the Blue Prize Box.  Be ready for fun!
· Mrs. Puglisi’s class is in the process of incubating 24 chicken eggs.  Their projected day to hatch is April 12th.  Thank you to Waylon Farmer’s dad, Mrs. Puglisi and Mrs. Pershin for making this all happen.  

· Both sessions of Dinosaur Camp are full.  We do have waiting lists for both sessions, so if you missed out on registering, stop by the office if you would like to be placed on the waiting list.
Up and Coming:
· April 7 and 8 – School pictures – Nylec Photography
· April 13 – students will be bringing home palms
· April 16 – FCOB Eggstravaganza at Baker Park band shell – 10:00 a.m. 
· April  18 - 25 – COBLC Closed for Easter Holiday

· April 26 – COBLC reopens
· April 27 and 28 – Earth Day – trees will be coming home – thank you Jenny Shively!
· May 5 and 6 – Trike rally – sign-up on the sheets outside of your classroom
· May 15 – FAC spring picnic at Pinecliff Park from 1 to 3 p.m. – Pavilion #3
· May 23 – M/W/F 3's graduations in classrooms
· May 24 – T/Th 3's graduations in classrooms
· May 25 – 4's graduation 10:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. in Sanctuary (morning classes arrive at 9:30 a.m.; afternoon classes arrive at 1:00 p.m.)
· May 27 - 30 – Kindergarten closed for Memorial Day
· June 3 – Kindergarten graduation – 10 a.m. in Sanctuary, children to classrooms by 9:30 a.m.
· June 6 to 17 and June 27 to July 8 (no camp on July 4th for Independence Day) – Dinosaur Camps from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
· August 22 – Kindergarten student visitation and Parent Orientation – 10:00 a.m. in classroom
· August 29 – 3's and 4's parent orientation – 7:00 p.m. in Sanctuary
· August 30 – 3's and 4's classroom visitations
                                    Thank you God for the Resurrection!  Have a joyous Easter!
                                    Ginny Schartner and the COBLC Board and Staff
“Ode to Karen”

Where, oh where are you, Mrs. Kunz?
After June 6th, you will be enjoying tunes,

In Bluffton, South Carolina, building a new home,
With Andy, Justin and Jessica, never again to roam. 
